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Pasture News 

The final rotational grazing Pasture 
Walk for 2019 was held on the Harley 
Hochstetler Farm southwest of Howe, 
IN on Thursday, October 10.  17 per-
sons attended the Walk, and we were 
favored with nice fall weather for the 
events.  Martin Franke from the La-
Grange County Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District introduced the event with 
announcements and thanks to those 
attending and to the Hochstetler family 
for agreeing to host the event.   

Updates, and announcements includ-
ed information regarding mosquito 
spraying, which is being done in La-
Grange and Elkhart Counties to address 
and limit the spread of the “EEE” virus 
(Eastern Equine Encephalitis), which 
has been identified in southern Michi-
gan and northern Indiana late this sum-
mer.  Concerns were expressed as to 
what insecticide was being used, and 
how this spraying is related to organic 
certified farm operations and the Drift-
watch Program.  Purdue Extension 
oversees Driftwatch, and someone from 
the group mentioned that an infor-
mation meeting was being held at the 
Topeka Fire Station the evening of the 

Pasture Walk 
(October 10).  For 
more information 
on this, please con-
tact the LaGrange 
County Purdue Ex-
tension Office at 
260-499-6334.   

Other announce-
ments included a 
reminder from Lau-
ren Malcolm, LaGrange County 
SWCD, concerning the upcoming 
Northern Indiana Grazing Conference 
scheduled at the Michiana Event Center 
on Friday and Saturday, February 7 & 
8.  The LaGrange County SWCD rents 
out fence post pounders; those are avail-
able for use this fall until the ground 
freezes.  The LaGrange County SWCD 
also is administering best management 
conservation practice installation cost 
share.  Currently, the grant programs in 
the Little Elkhart, Elkhart River North 
Branch and Pigeon River have expired, 
but a cost share program is still ongoing 
in the Fawn River watershed, so if your 
farm is in the extreme northern part of 
LaGrange County and you have re-

source concerns to address, contact the 
District office to see if you are eligible 
to participate.  The SWCD office num-
ber has changed in the last couple of 
months; it is now 260-463-3166 exten-
sion 3.   

Following these announcements, 
Martin invited Harley to introduce his 
farm to the group.  Harley distributed 
aerial maps of his farm and copies of 
his soil test information.  Harley and his 
wife LaVera were married in 2006.  
They moved onto their farm in 2016.  
Their family consists of 5 boys and 3 
girls, ages 12 down to a baby under 1 
year old.  They are milking 18 Friesian 
cows on their organic certified (in 2010 
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by his dad, Melvin) farm of 64 acres 
with an additional 10 acres rented.  Har-
ley mentioned that he would like to in-
troduce some Jersey genetics into his 
herd to improve butterfat numbers.  He 
likes to manage his breeding program so 
as to do most of the calving in the fall-
September through November.  He con-
siders his greatest challenge to be soil 
fertility.  His predominant soil tends to 
be on the mucky side, with very high 
organic matter numbers but low nutrient 
levels.  The farm is mostly flat; what 
variation does exist is shown by gravel-
ly soils on the high points.  Harley men-
tioned that he tends to see better forage 
and crop growth on these gravelly areas 
than on the muck.  Another interesting 
point that Harley brought up in his in-
troduction was that his family moved to 
the farm originally in 1987.  As a child, 
Harley always was allergic to cow’s 
milk, several of his children seemed to 
be similarly affected.  As a result, his 
family kept a dairy goat around to milk 
for their own use.  When Harley started 
his own milking operation, he stopped 
feeding grain to the dairy cows; he still 
feeds silage, but no grain.  Under this 
feeding program, he and his family can 
now use the cow milk without any ill 
effects.  

The group moved from the 
farm shop to the edge of the first field, a 
3-acre paddock where the Hochstetler’s 
graze their heifers.  Harley had planted 
triticale here 7 weeks before the pasture 
walk.  He feels that the growth here 
should have been more substantial that 
it was, especially given the recent rains 
in the area.  1 acre of the three was cov-
ered in cover crop mix.  Harley related 
that his father did very little tillage on 
the farm, and had also grazed this area, 

which is bordered by an open drainage 
ditch with county road 400 N just on the 
other side.  Fertility in this paddock was 
accomplished by spreading manure 
from the tramp shed together with high 
calcium lime.  Harley uses high cal lime 
as opposed to dolomitic because his soil 
tests show that his magnesium levels are 
already elevated, and he does not want 
to accentuate the problem.  He is also 
concerned about his pH levels, which 
are in the high 7’s.  The southern part of 
the field was planted last fall to turnips 
and oats.  In the spring, manure was 
applied again, and vegetation in this 
part of the field is doing better than out 
along the ditch and road.  Harley has 
grazed at least part of this field since it 
was planted. 

Moving on to Field #1, this 7.1
-acre field was planted to corn in 2016, 
new seed-
ing hay in 
2017, and 
has been 
hay since 
then.  The 
hay was 
harvested 
three times 
this year so 
far, and the 
field has 
also been 
grazed off once as well.  Cows graze 
this field eagerly and produce milk well 
on it, although Harley doesn’t know 
why this is the case.  Soil in this field is 
dark with a mucky appearance, but still 
has a visible proportion of sand in it as 
well.  Water does not stand here; the 
soil drains readily after a rain event.  A 
deadfurrow cut through this 
field has significantly more 

vigorous growth 
in and around it 
than the rest of 
the field.  This 
field was planted 
to a mix of 3 lbs 
red clover and 5 
lbs Noble grass 
mix (per acre).  
Harley plans to 
lightly graze this 

field one more time this fall due to short 
feed supply. 

Field #2 is a 9.5-acre field.  
This field had been in pasture grass for 
10+years.  In Fall 2017, Harley drilled 
in oats and triticale, but didn’t see any 
significant growth as result.  He rented 
an aerator, which he pulled over most of 
the field.  He did, however, leave some 
test strips untreated, and did not really 
see any significant difference.  The soil 
in this field, which is black and muckier 
than in Field 1 and without the sand, 
seems fluffy in the extreme.  In 2018, 
Harley plowed this field and planted it 
to corn.  In Spring of 2019, he planted 
Sudan grass and turnips.  This he grazed 
twice, then in August he disked the field 
3 times and planted turnips and triticale, 
which he is currently grazing.  He sub-
divides this field into three paddocks for 

grazing, which makes 
it easier to manage 
and more efficient 
than trying to graze 
the whole field at 
once.  

Field #3 is almost the 
same size as field #2.  
This field is a little 
lower in elevation 
than Field 3, and the 
soil is heavier, blacker 
and muckier yet than 

what we had seen so far.  Harley plant-
ed this field in August of 2018.  This 
past spring, the field was bare, with no 
apparent growth.  In May he reseeded to 
a mix of 50%:50% alfalfa tap root vari-
ety vs branching root variety, and a 
bushel/acre of triticale was added as a 
nurse crop.  Wet conditions this spring 



were a problem (for everyone! —not just 
Harley!)  He has made this field in hay 
three times this year-we are looking at it 
about three weeks after it has last been 
mowed.  The triticale has phased out after 
the first cutting.  One problem here as that 
the first cutting laid in windrows for about 
2 weeks after mowing before he could 
bale it due to extremely wet conditions.  
Harley interceded a few areas in this field 
that did not germinate well.  

Field #4 is eight and a half acres 
in extent.  This has been planted to Blue 
River Corn 48L96.  He has already taken 

off part of the field in silage, which was 
chopped August 29.  He plans to use the 
balance for silage as well.  He has spread 
both dairy and chicken manure on this 
field to help fertility.  In the areas already 
harvested, Harley has started a new forage 
seeding including alfalfa, 5 lbs of Noble 
grass mix, and 2-3 lbs of meadow fescue.  

Again, the alfalfa is a 50/50 mixture of tap 
root variety versus branching root.  This 
was drilled in on September 10.  So far, 
Harley is happy with the progress and 

consistency of 
the stand in this 
field.   

Head-
ing back toward 
the farm build-
ings, we passed 
by field 5, 6 and 
7 on our right.  
These fields are 
separated from 
the others not 
only by the cen-
tral farm lane, 
but by a ditch 
running N/S as 
well.  Access to 
the fields is 
gained over a 
culvert crossing 
at the north end of fields 5 and 6.  This is 
where the dairy herd was grazing the day 
of the Pasture Walk.  The ditch has a 
slightly defined current and appears some-
what sediment filled.  Harley mentioned 
that it had been cleaned (it is a public 
drain) about 20 years ago.  A waterline 
along the east side of the lane once carried 
water to the pad-
docks but is no 
longer used.  Har-
ley uses a water 
tank mounted on a 
wagon to take wa-
ter to grazing pad-
docks.  He says he 
would like to pipe 
water out to graz-
ing fields but has 
not done so yet.   

As we 
approached the 
buildings, we no-
ticed a tool trailer.  
When asked, Harley did say that he does 

some horse shoeing 
as a supplement to 
his farming.  At one 
time, he had 
done this as a 
full-time occu-
pation.  The 
group gathered 
once more in 
the farm shop, 
enjoyed a 
snack provided 
by LaVera, 
and enjoyed a 
brief time of 
networking 
before heading 

home to do chores.  Our thanks to 
the Hochstetler family for hosting an en-
joyable October Pasture Walk. 

I feel that Pasture 
Walks provide a 
valuable way for 
beginning farmers 
to learn from more 
experienced ones.  
Rotational grazing 
and organic certi-
fication, in my 
opinion, are ex-
tremely important 
to livestock man-
agement, sustaina-
bility and natural 
resources conser-
vation and restora-
tion in northeast-
ern Indiana.  Also, 

grazing and organics have proven vital to 
the restoration of economic viability of the 
small family dairy farm in our part of the 
world.  If you are reading this and have 
not hosted a pasture walk recently, or for 
that matter-ever-please consider doing so 
in 2020.  If I have pricked your con-
science, please talk to me this winter at the 

Northern 
Indiana 
Grazing 
Confer-
ence.  We 
have a 
great ven-
ue of 
speakers 
lined up 
for this 
year’s 
program.  
I guaran-
tee you 

will not be disappointed.  See you at the 
Conference!  
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Post Pounder Available to Rent 
 

If you need to put in a new fence or replace an old one, consider 
renting the SWCD’s post pounder. The cost is $1.50 per post. De-
livery and pick-up of equipment is available for a fee. Contact the 
SWCD office at (260) 463-3166 ext. 3 to get on the schedule.  

NORTHERN INDIANA GRAZING CONFERENCE 2020 
 
The Northern Indiana Grazing Conference will be held February 7th & 8th of 2020, at the 
Michiana Event Center in Shipshewana, IN. An interesting line-up of speakers and topics is be-
ing compiled. We hope to see you there! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


