
The District will be holding the Annual Meeting on February 25, 2021, at the 
LaGrange County Annex Building Commissioner’s room. This year, in response 
to COVID regulations, the meeting will be open by RSVP only. It will be a short 
meeting consisting of the presentation of the 2020 financial report and elec-
tion and appointment of Board Supervisors. There will be no meal, speaker, or 
awards. If you would like to attend call the District office at (260) 463-3166 x3. 
RSVP’s will be accepted until 4:00 p.m. on February 19, 2021.

The LaGrange County SWCD was recently invited to share in a 
breakout session this year at the National Association of Conser-
vation Districts (NACD) Annual Conference. The meeting was to 
be held originally in New Orleans, but because of the continuing 
national situation with the COVID pandemic, the event had to be 
rescheduled as virtual. National interest has been focused on con-
servation work with cultural minority groups, including LaGrange 
County with a demographic of almost 40% of county inhabitants 
being OId Order Amish. Specifically, NACD is interested in the 
District’s success with agricultural cost-share programs, Pasture 
Walks, the Northern Indiana Grazing Conference and the District’s 
work in the Amish Community promoting management intensive 
rotational grazing. 

The LaGrange County SWCD breakout session is scheduled to 
be aired as part of the NACD National Conference on February 
10 from 1:30-3:00 pm. The 90 minute program features speakers 
Jennifer Walker, USDA-NRCS District Conservationist for LaGrange 
County; Martin Franke, LaGrange County SWCD District Manager; 
Mike Holcomb, IDNR (ret) assistant property manager for Pigeon 
River Game Area, habitat coordinator for Pheasants Forever, for-
mer SWCD Board Supervisor and SNRT Field Technician; Monroe 
Raber, LaGrange County SWCD Board Supervisor; Jerry Lehman, 
2021 Board President for the Northern Indiana Grazing Confer-
ence Planning Committee; and Dennis Wolheter, former SWCD 
Board Supervisor and SWCD District Livestock Management Spe-
cialist (ret). Former District Coordinator Dona Hunter provided a lot 
of background information helpful in developing the presentation, 
but was not able to participate in the recording itself. 

In Indiana, bats truly protect health and wealth. They consume 
night-flying insects such as mosquitoes, which carry diseases like 
West Nile and Eastern Equine Encephalitis. They also consume 
insects whose larvae damage crops either by eating them or by 
spreading fungal disease. Scientists estimate that in the United 
States bats are worth $3.7 billion per year in crop protections and 
reduced use of pesticides. 

Northern Indiana boasts nine bat species, all of which eat in-
sects. A bat house is likely to attract two of these, the Big Brown Bat 
and the Little Brown Bat. Each consumes its body weight in insects 
nightly, the equivalent of 600 mosquitoes an hour for one Little 
Brown Bat. A nursing Little Brown Bat may consume 4500 insects 
per night.

Bat Program and 
House-Building Workshop: 

Saturday, April 24 
10:00-11:30 am

Program will take place in an open-air, 
covered setting, so dress for the temperatures.

Program: “Shedding Light on Bats.” Did you know that one-fourth 
of all mammal species in the world are bats? They pollinate favor-
ite foods, they control insects, and even help rebuild rain forests! 
This program will shed light on the important roles bats play on this 
Earth and on our property.

Workshop: Participants will be provided pre-cut lumber, hardware 
and tools. We will guide you through the building process and pro-
vide instructions on where and how to install your bat house.

LaGrange County SWCD now has a 
Facebook page. We can be found at 

LaGrange County Soil and Water Conservation 
District. Please follow our page to keep up 

to date on upcoming events, news, and 
educational videos. This and additional 

information can also be found on our website at
www.lagrange-swcd.wixsite.com/lagrangeswcd.

District staff have begun stream monitoring in LaGrange County! In December we evaluated a site 
on the Fawn, in Greenfield Mills, and enjoyed the enthusiastic volunteer help of Jackie Myers. Staff also 
assessed the North Branch of the Elkhart in Wolcott Mills. In March we plan to do the same on Turkey 
Creek and the Little Elkhart in Emma.

Methods and reporting are through the Hoosier Riverwatch Stream Monitoring program. Physical 
features evaluated include habitat quality and stream flow discharge (how much water is going by). As-
sessment also includes chemical measurements: dissolved oxygen; biochemical oxygen demand; pH; 
nitrogen; phosphorus; and turbidity. Last and most fun is biological assessment. Volunteers collect and 

identify benthic macroinvertebrates, the little “bugs” that live at the bottom of the stream. The types of insect larvae, other arthropods 
like scuds and sowbugs, or mollusks like clams and snails tell a lot about the health of a stream ecosystem.

Both the Fawn and the Elkhart North Branch sites tested in the “Good” category. Why not “Excellent?” At both sites habitat quality 
has been compromised either by the removal of shade trees and bank-stabilizing vegetation, or by sedimentation on the stream bed. 
The chemical quality of both sites, however, was excellent!

If you have questions about Hoosier Riverwatch or wish to volunteer, please contact the District office.
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Management Intensive 
Rotational Grazing was a 
“big deal” in the conserva-
tion world 10 to 15 years ago. 
Beginning as a movement in 
the late ’80s as a way of mini-
mizing input and maximizing 
productivity, especially in 
dairy production, rotational 
grazing was first practiced 
by a few “radicals” (I won’t 
mention names, but many 
of you readers are probably 
well aware those same radicals are still amongst us!) in the area. Gradually, 
however, some of these radical ideas started to make sense to more and more 
conventional farm operators around northeastern Indiana. 

Today, moving paddock fences, installing watering tanks remote from the 
barn, renovating pasture forage on a regular basis, and calculating dry matter 
production per acre have become pretty standard on dairy operations, with 
beef herds, and even when raising pork or poultry. Organic certification has 
become common in LaGrange County as well.

The Northern Indiana Grazing Conference was started in 2002 to educate 
and inform farm producers in the Midwest about the advantages of rotational 
grazing. Some events wax and wane, but the NIGC has done nothing but wax 
in the almost 20 years since then. 2020 was the biggest event yet. Held Feb-
ruary 7 & 8, the event drew just a few people over 2000 last year (up from 225 
the first year in 2002). 

Sadly, 2021 will be the first time in two decades that the NIGC will not be 
held. The COVID epidemic has forced cancellation of the event for this year. 
We are already looking eagerly forward to 2022, when the Grazing Confer-
ence is scheduled for February 4 &5 at the Michiana Event Center (MEC) in 
Shipshewana.

COVID also forced cancellation of the first rotational grazing pasture walk 
in 2020. We were able to hold the rest of the events as scheduled, however, 
monthly from June through October. Normally, we can recruit host farmers for 
pasture walks every year at the Grazing Conference. As it has been cancelled, 
we will take this opportunity to extend an invitation to our newsletter readers 
to consider becoming a pasture walk host for 2021. These programs are held 
outdoors, and beginning farmers find them very helpful as they plan to set up 
their own rotational grazing operations. So, if you are an experienced grazier, 
consider giving the next generation a “leg up” by sharing some of your wis-
dom. If you are new to grazing, you have nothing to lose and everything to 
gain by inviting fellow graziers to look at your operation and give you some 
pointers. Please consider hosting a pasture walk this year and let us know by 
calling 260-463-3166 extension 3. For those too shy to volunteer, we have 
been known to take friendly suggestions if you think you might want to nomi-
nate your neighbor instead!

The deadline for orders for our annual 
tree sale is March 24th. Orders are taken on 
a first come first served basis. If you would 
like to pre-order trees, please contact the 
office for an order form. We have seven 
different hardwood species, four ever-
green species, three wildlife habitat spe-
cies, and wildflower seed mix available 
this year. For the first time we are also 
including three different species of fruit 

trees, including apple, pear, and peach trees. If you 
have any questions, please contact the office at 260-463-3166 ext. 3.

LaGrange SWCD Offers Free Tree Care Seminars
For many years, LaGrange County SWCD has hosted a tree sale, to 

help citizens affordably bring the ecological and aesthetic benefits of 
trees to their properties. To help with species selection and planting, 
we will host two free seminars. For more information about the tree 
sales or to RSVP for a program, contact LaGrange County SWCD at 
260-463-3166 ext. 3.

Tree Husbandry • Wednesday, March 24 • 6:30-8:30
LaGrange County Fairgrounds Community Building

Purdue Extension Forester Lenny Farlee will share tips on successfully 
planting and caring for your trees. Please RSVP by March 22 at (260) 
463-3166 ext. 3.

Fruit Trees • Saturday, April 10, 9:00-10:30 a.m.
ParGil Natural Resources Center

Learn best practices for healthy fruit trees. Martin Franke, presenter, 
owned and operated a commercial apple orchard for 25 years. No 
RSVP required.

 February 25 SWCD ANNUAL MEETING (6:00 p.m.) 
followed by the SWCD Board Meeting

 February 25 Friends of the St. Joe River Board Meeting; Three Rivers, MI
 March 4 St. Joe River Basin Commission Meeting
 March 9-11 Fort Wayne Farm Show; Fort Wayne, IN - CANCELLED!!
 March 19 St. Joe River Watershed Council Celebration
 March 23 SWCD Board Meeting (6:00 p.m.)
 March 24 Tree Sales pre-order deadline
 March 25 Friends of the St. Joe River Board Meeting; Three Rivers, MI
 March 26 State Tree Sales distribution
 April 2 Good Friday, County Offices Closed
 April 7-9 Tree Sales distribution
 April 22 Friends of the St. Joe River Board Meeting; Three Rivers, MI
 April 25-May 2 Soil & Water Stewardship Week: 

"Healthy Forests = Healthy Communities"
 April 27 SWCD Board Meeting (6:00 p.m.)

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events
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SWCD Supervisors: R.D. Wolheter; Scott Beecher; 

Bob Cart; Monroe Raber and Gary Myers
NRCS Staff: Jennifer Walker, District Conservationist

SWCD Staff: Martin Franke, District Manager 
Jan McGowan, Program Assistant Connie Brower, Office Coordinator

EOE

Grazing In LaGrange County

2021 Tree Sale

Indiana Envirothon is a competitive natural resource learning event 
for high-school-aged students. Competitors study up on soil, water, 
forestry, wildlife and a current event issue. Then students take a test to 
assess knowledge. Most years the test occurs at a regional event hosted 
by natural resource professionals. Regional winners go on to compete 
in national events.

Envirothon is a wonderful opportunity for high school students to be-
come well-versed in natural resource issues in our state. It is also a way 
for youth to network with natural resource professionals.

After being cancelled last year due to the emerging pandemic, it will 
be held this year, in March. This year’s format will be VIRTUAL and enroll-
ment is free. Teams can take the test between March 1 and March 19. 
Deadline to register is March 12.

www.Indianaenvirothon.org has the information a team needs 
to register and prepare. Your team will spend most of its time under the 
“Resources” tab, which lists learning objectives and study resources. 
The current issue, “Water Resources Management: Local Control 
and Local Solutions,” is quite relevant to our county! They also have an 
“Indiana Envirothon” Facebook page, which offers additional learning 
opportunities through videos and webinars. 

High School Students and Teachers: 
ENVIROTHON IS BACK!

Green Farming. District Management. Education. Pollinators. 
Soils Health and Human Health, and much more! Without leaving 
their chairs, from January 11-13 LaGrange County SWCD Staff at-
tended the annual Conference of Indiana SWCDs. 

The keynote speaker was Damian Mason. A comedian at heart, 
he opened the Conference in grand style. He reassured viewers 
about agriculture’s ability to provide food for growing popula-
tions. He was also encouraging from a conservation perspective. 
Better application techniques mean that farmers use less synthetic 
fertilizers. Also, agencies like soil and water districts work with 
farmers to conserve and rebuild soils. These trends show great 
promise for agriculture’s ability to provide ample food while re-
ducing negative impacts on natural resources. A win-win for sure!

The conference was virtual, so staff could not network with fellow 
SWCD professionals as in years past. Yet, breakouts were engaging 
and informative, educating on conservation topics, policy updates, 
natural resource stewardship, and virtual/online education.

IASWCD Conference: District Staff 
Had the Best Seat in the House!

The LaGrange County SWCD received a $168,000 grant for best 
management practice implementation in the Fawn River Watershed 
starting in October of 2018.  The grant is scheduled to terminate this 
year at the end of September.

The COVID-19 epidemic has hindered grant project progress, mak-
ing contact with potential grant participants much more difficult.  There 
may be a possibility of extending the grant for an additional period.  In 
the meantime, if you are located in an area drained by the Fawn River-
either in northwestern Steuben county, northern LaGrange County 
or southeastern Branch or southern St. Joseph Counties in Michigan, 
we are still seeking to address soil and water concerns in the Fawn 
River drainage area.  The grant has money available for manure stor-
age, fencing, filter strip establishment, heavy use area installation, and 
bank stabilization and restoration.  If you have or know of any need for 
any of these practices, please contact the LaGrange County SWCD at 
260-463-3166 extension 3 for more details.

Great Lakes Commission Grant 
Continues in Fawn River Watershed

NIGC 2020 Pre-Covid Happier Days!


